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What’s New in News? by Janice Heather 
Do you sometimes wonder why certain stories are covered in the news 

while others aren’t? Do you wonder which news sources to trust or how 

news organizations vet information from anonymous sources?  
 

Do you wonder who currently owns the San Diego Union Tribune - which 

has been sold several times since the Copleys got out of the business - 

and what the paper’s current mission is? In these times of 24-hour, real-

time news, do you wonder if newspapers will even survive?  
 

To get answers to these and other timely questions, come to our 

Wednesday, November 13 general membership meeting and hear our 

speaker, Adrian Vore, who is a section editor and readers’ representative 

at the San Diego Union-Tribune. Vore came to the U-T in 1998 from the 

North County Times, where he held various editor positions. He worked 

at the Blade-Citizen in Oceanside and the Daily Breeze in Torrance. He 

also has a bachelor’s degree in mass communication from Cal State 

Chico, a master’s degree in mass communication from SDSU and has 

taught journalism and mass media at Palomar College for 20 years. 
 

The meeting will begin at 6:30 pm at the Rancho Bernardo Swim & 

Tennis Club. Join us for light refreshments and an interesting discussion. 

The meeting is open to everyone so bring a friend, along with your 

questions about where news is at today and where it’s headed in the future.  
 

And last but not least, please RSVP to Sheila Walker at sekw@san.rr.com.  

 

What’s AAUW Public Policy All About?  from Sue Miller, AAUW-CA Public Policy Co-Chair    

Since AAUW’s founding in 1881, our advocates have taken positions on the fundamental issues of the day – 
educational, social, economic, and political. Our positions emanate from our Mission, Vision and Values.  
 

Our positions are rooted in our member-approved Public Policy Priorities at both the national and state levels.  The 
AAUW California Public Policy Priorities for 2019-2021 were approved by our members this spring and can be found 
on the website www.aauw-ca.org. The AAUW CA Public Policy Committee meets early in each legislative session to 
review bills and determine those on which to take action.  In Washington, AAUW staff and volunteer advocates 
communicate with both Congress and the administration.  In California, we employ a part-time lobbyist to represent 
AAUW CA in the California Legislature.  
 

Economic Security is a critical issue for women of all ages, a foundational aspect of everyday life, and is particularly 
important to women’s ability to support themselves and their families.  Many continue to struggle with economic 
insecurity, wage discrimination, and employment benefits. Legislated solutions could benefit many women. 
 

Real change in federal and state policy, however, will only come about when our elected officials hear from voters, 
like us!   It is so important that branch members be up to date on AAUW positions on federal and state legislation 
consistent with AAUW’s mission and contact elected officials to share our positions. And we must hold those we 
have elected accountable as they vote on issues affecting women and girls.   
 

Start now! It’s not too soon to begin educating yourself about the issues in the important 2020 elections! 
http://www.aauw-ca.org/proposed-aauw-ca-public-policy-action-priorities-2019-2021/  
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Assemblyman Maienschein and Palomar STEM Center Coordinator Mireya 
Gutiérrez-Agüero Draw Large Crowd at the October Meeting by Janice Heather 
 

Over 40 members attended our October 12 monthly meeting at Palomar College’s new Rancho Bernardo campus 
and heard from 77th District Assemblyman Brian Maienschein and Palomar College’s STEM Center Coordinator 
Mireya Gutiérrez-Agüero.  
 

Maienschein provided an update on his efforts to improve education and homelessness programs, and he answered 
members’ questions on a variety of topics. Gutiérrez-Agüero talked about the extensive resources Palomar offers to 
encourage students to pursue STEM careers. In fact, several members stayed afterward to discuss opportunities for 
our AAUW-PP Tech Trek camp to collaborate with Palomar College and vice versa.  
 

Finally, a big shout out goes to the Hospitality Committee (Debbie Dye, Debbie Lewis, Mary Alice Rudelich) for their 
delicious and festive refreshments. 
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Diversity Statement 

In principle and 

practice, AAUW values 

and seeks a diverse 

membership. There 

shall be no barriers to 

full participation in this 

organization based on 

gender, race, creed, 

age, sexual 

orientation, national 

origin, disability, or 

class  

Mission Statement  

AAUW advances 

equality for women 

and girls through 

advocacy, education, 

philanthropy, 

leadership, and 

research.  

AAUW’s Value Promise  

By joining AAUW, you 

belong to a 

community that breaks 

through educational 

and economic barriers 

so that all women and 

girls have a fair 

chance.  

National AAUW 

www.aauw.org 

California AAUW 

www.aauw-ca.org 

PowayPenasquitos 

AAUW 

www.powayarea-

ca.aauw.net  

aauwboard@gmail.co
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AAUW Poway 

Penasquitos Branch is a 

501(c)3 corporation  
 

President: Cathy 

Burciaga 

Membership: Pam 

Ames 

Programs: Janice 

Heather & Sheila 

Walker 

Secretary: Karen 

McGurk 

Treasurer: Michelle 

Blasberg 
 

Happy Hikers at Los Penasquitos Canyon Preserve on 

November 2 by Lyn Johnston 
On Saturday, November 2, the AAUW-PP Happy Hikers will be hiking in the Los 
Penasquitos Canyon Preserve in Rancho Penasquitos.  There are approximately 12 
miles of trails in this 3,700-acre preserve, which also connects to an historic adobe 
ranch house featuring a museum and community garden. 
 

We will be hiking a new trail, different from trails we have walked in the past.  This flat 
trail will take us into a more wooded area of giant California oaks and groves of 
sycamore trees.  Most of the trail is shaded and away from horses and bikers. We will be 
walking around 4 miles roundtrip on very easy terrain. 
 

We will meet by the Rancho Penasquitos Adobe Ranch House and return there for a 
tour of the house for those interested.  Years ago, our hiking group took a different trail 
and ended up at the Adobe for a 30-40 minute tour.  Since we have a number of new 
hikers since then, I thought some members would be interested in staying for the Adobe 
tour after our hike.   
  

We will meet at 9 a.m. in front of the Adobe Ranch House. There is a parking lot in front 
of the house by community gardens.  The address is 12122 Canyonside Park Drive, off 
of Black Mountain Road.  After turning into Canyonside Park, drive past the soccer and 
baseball fields all the way to the end where you will see a Ranch House sign showing 
where to park. 
  

Please let me know if you can join us for the hike and/or tour by emailing me at 
lynjohn@san.rr.com.  If you have any questions, call me at 858-831-0052 home or 858-
254-7621 cell. 
 

Membership Matters from Pam Ames 
The following are new members that have joined our branch in the past few months:  
 

Carla Brown 
Sandra Brown 
Tracey Whitney 

 

If you should meet them at a General Meeting, or at an Interest Group event, please 
introduce yourself and make a new friend.  We're so glad they have joined us and 
support our AAUW mission. 
 

Mark your calendars for Friendship Gatherings by Debbie Boyd 
Oscar Night at Harriet's 
Sunday February 9th, 2020 
Time - TBD 
Enjoy appetizers & drinks in your Red Carpet BEST while watching the winners. 
Cost $20 per person or $30 per couple- spouses/partners are welcome More details will 
follow. 
 

If you would like to hostess a Friendship Gathering please e-mail Debbie Boyd at 
travelstardebbie@yahoo.com  or call her at (858) 486-4390. 
 

AAUW-PP Annual Retreat, January 17-19, 2020 by Pamela Meyer 
Join us for a relaxing weekend at Camp Stevens in Julian, CA.  Meet new friends, renew 
old friendships and have a great time at the “Best Slumber Party in Town!”  Take hikes, 
shop in Julian, listen to an educationally fun program, enjoy games and just take 
pleasure in the tranquil and peaceful atmosphere of Volcan Mountain.  The Retreat flyer 
is attached to this newsletter.  First deposit is due November 15. 
 
Pamela Meyer, 619-855-4071, pamela.me4@gmail.com  
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[PA1] 

Happy Hikers Enjoyed Raptor Ridge on October 5th! 
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