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General Meeting - SDIBC Interbranch Breakfast 
The San Diego Interbranch Council (IBC) hosts an annual meeting to 
bring all eight San Diego branches together to have an opportunity to 
greet, meet and exchange ideas.  This year it will be held in our own 
backyard at the Bernardo Heights Country Club on Saturday, January 25 
at 9 a.m.   
 

We have a terrific speaker, Mara Elliot, the first woman and Latina San 
Diego City Attorney, who will talk about "Women in Politics." This will be 
a very timely topic as we look forward in 2020 to an important election 
year as well as celebrating the 100th anniversary of women getting to 
vote.  The flyer and registration details are below.  I hope you will join us 
and have breakfast with your fellow sisters of AAUW!  

 

Reminder - Women’s March on January 18, 2020  
by Harrriet Gerza 
 

If you and your friends are interested in joining us to march and carry the 
AAUW banner, email aauwboard@gmail.com  for 
details.  We also usually have a nice lunch 
afterwards in Little Italy.  We have participated in 
the last four marches and we hope to have our 
biggest group yet!  For more information about 
the march: https://womensmarch.com. 

 
Get Ready for 2020! Public Policy Message from State by Sue Miller, 

Co-Chair AAUW-CA Public Policy Committee 
 

2020 is nearly upon us, and it is going to be an eventful year… we will celebrate the 100th anniversary of women 
getting the right to vote, as well as the most important election in our lifetime where issues that matter the most to us 
are at risk. Primary elections are coming up March 3. Now’s the time to begin planning at the branch level how to 
address these activities in our communities.  Women who vote can influence the outcome of an election!  
 

What opportunities should be considered? 

Voter Registration. AAUW-CA is well positioned to undertake voter registration, especially with our 
college/university relationships.  Millennial women are an important target group.  Research shows that a lack of 
information on the candidates and a lack of policy debates on issues of importance is the main reason some 
millennial women don’t participate in the election process and may not even register to vote.  Get involved by 
organizing a voter registration drive in your community or on your local college campus.   Don’t forget: a successful 
voter registration drive must be a compliant one! Be sure to review the AAUW Guide to GOTV Dos and Don’ts on 
the national website. 
 

Voter Education.  AAUW aims to increase women’s political influence and educate voters on issues that are 
important to women and girls. These targeted efforts help increase the number of women voting. Consider 
sponsoring nonpartisan issue forums, perhaps collaborating with another organization such as the League of 
Women Voters. Perhaps you have a vacancy to be filled in the primary election, so consider a meet-the-candidate 
event or debate and invite all candidates to give their positions on AAUW’s key issues: Equal Pay for Equal Work. 
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Don’t miss these 
January Events!  
 

• Saturday 1/4 – Happy 
Hikers at Miramar Lake 

• January 17-19 – AAUW-
PP Annual Retreat in 
Julian  

• Saturday 1/18 – 
Women’s March in 
downtown San Diego  

• Saturday 1/25 – General 
Meeting and SDIBC 
Interbranch Breakfast  
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Investing in Education.  Reducing Student Debt. Strengthening Social Security.  Implementing Paid Leave.  And 
certainly, consider doing this before the November election. 
 

This is just a start…but early planning will ensure greater success!  Don’t hesitate to ask our AAUW CA Public Policy 
Team for assistance!  

 

December Monthly Meeting / Holiday 
Party by Janice Heather 
 

Over 50 branch members gathered at Michelle 
Blasberg’s beautiful home on December 11 to 
celebrate the holidays and a great year for our 
branch.  Amid festive decorations, members enjoyed 
delicious appetizers, desserts & beverages and 
enjoyed catching up with old & new friends.  
 

We also used the event to collect clothes and books 
for Gently Hugged, a local group that provides one 
year of clothes to new moms in the region who have 
limited resources. Jan Rightmer and Carol Wigent, 
who are active in our branch and Gently Hugged, told 
us about the organization’s history and important 
work.  
 

It was a festive and productive evening and a great 
way to wind down the year together.  Many thanks to Michelle Blasberg for inviting us into her home, to the 
hospitality committee who always goes above and beyond and to everyone who attended and brought delicious 
food and donations for Gently Hugged. 
 

Pictured: Gently Hugged volunteers sorting the 15 bags of clothes and cash donations members brought to the 
holiday party.  Left to right are AAUW members & Gently Hugged volunteers Amanda Roth, Carol Wigent and Jan 
Rightmer.  

 

 

Happy Hikers at Hotel Del Coronado by Janice Heather 
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AMERICAN 

ASSOCIATION OF 

UNIVERSITY WOMEN 

POWAY PENASQUITOS 

BRANCH 

Diversity Statement 

In principle and 

practice, AAUW values 

and seeks a diverse 

membership. There 

shall be no barriers to 

full participation in this 

organization based on 

gender, race, creed, 

age, sexual 

orientation, national 

origin, disability, or 

class  

Mission Statement  

AAUW advances 

equality for women 

and girls through 

advocacy, education, 

philanthropy, 

leadership, and 

research.  

AAUW’s Value Promise  

By joining AAUW, you 

belong to a 

community that breaks 

through educational 

and economic barriers 

so that all women and 

girls have a fair 

chance.  

National AAUW 

www.aauw.org 

California AAUW 

www.aauw-ca.org 

PowayPenasquitos 

AAUW 

www.powayarea-

ca.aauw.net  

aauwboard@gmail.co

m 
 

AAUW Poway 

Penasquitos Branch is a 

501(c)3 corporation  
 

President: Cathy 

Burciaga 

Membership: Pam 

Ames 

Programs: Janice 

Heather & Sheila 

Walker 

Secretary: Karen 

McGurk 

Treasurer: Michelle 

Blasberg 
 

Happy Hikers at Miramar Lake on January 4 by Gayle Ziaskas 
We will meet at Miramar Lake at 8:45 a.m. for a walk around the lake which is close to 5 
miles but paved and not hilly.  There is always the option to do an out and back for a 
shorter distance.  We will meet at the concession stand to begin our walk.  Parking can 
be tight so carpooling with the ladies in your area may be a good idea. 
 

RSVP to Gayle Ziaskas at gzia@aol.com, and if you have questions you can email me 
or call me at (619) 992-7596.  

 

Speech Trek Update by Marie Dye 
The branch speech competition is scheduled for Saturday, February 1 at the Rancho 
Penasquitos library from 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. Branch members are welcome to attend, and 
we have a limited number of seats so please email me at aauwboard@gmail.com by 
January 27 so we can reserve a seat for you. Late entries are not allowed so please be 
on time if planning to attend.  The winner of this competition will participate in the state 
semi-finals with the top three state semi-finalists competing at the AAUW State 
convention in April.   
 

Thanks to the following members for working at this event: Jeanni Harrison and her 
husband Rene will be videotaping the speeches; Miriam Lauff and Honorine Nocon 
will be counting the judges’ ballots to determine who wins; and Michelle Blasberg is the 
speech timer. Special thanks to Sandra Martin who is coaching one of the students.  
Come and support the contestants! 
 

Oscar Night at Harriet’s – Sunday, February 9th by Debbie Boyd 
Oscar Night at Harriet's 
Sunday February 9th, 2020 
Time – 5 p.m. 
Enjoy appetizers & drinks in your Red Carpet BEST while watching the winners. 
Cost $20 per person or $30 per couple- spouses/partners are welcome.  See flyer below 
for RSVP details. 
 

If you would like to hostess a Friendship Gathering please e-mail Debbie Boyd at 
travelstardebbie@yahoo.com  or call her at (858) 486-4390. 
 

AAUW-PP Annual Retreat, January 17-19, 2020 by Pamela Meyer 
Join us for a relaxing weekend at Camp Stevens in Julian, CA.  Meet new friends, renew 
old friendships and have a great time at the “Best Slumber Party in Town!”  Take hikes, 
shop in Julian, listen to an educationally fun program, enjoy games and just take 
pleasure in the tranquil and peaceful atmosphere of Volcan Mountain.  The Retreat flyer 
is attached to this newsletter.  First deposit was due November 15. 
 

Pamela Meyer, 619-855-4071, pamela.me4@gmail.com  
 

AAUW T-shirts are Here! by Harriet Gerza 
If you pre-ordered an AAUW t-shirt, they will be available after December 11 and I will 
be contacting you.  I will also have a few extra shirts for sale; if you are interested 
contact me at harriet.gerza@gmail.com. 
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AAUW Friendship Tea

 

Wednesday, January 15, 2020 at 2:30 p.m. 

Marlene’s Tea & Cakes 

14677 Via Betona, San Diego 92127 

You must call for reservations at (858) 756-4320 & reserve with a credit card 

(No refunds after 1-11-2020, but your reservation is transferable) 
 

Menu: Cream of mushroom soup, mini-beef wellington, mini-club, egg salad & 
other assorted sandwiches, fresh fruit, cranberry & white chocolate scone, several 

desserts including sticky toffee pudding, chocolate truffle cookie and freshly 
steeped Tea of your choice. 

 

Cost - $49 includes tax, tip and $5 for AAUW Funds   
Credit cards accepted day of Tea 

 

Friends & family are welcome    ***Hats admired but not required*** 

http://marlenesteaandcakes.com/ 
 

Questions- Call Debbie Boyd at (858) 486-4390 or email her at 

travelstardebbie@yahoo.com 
 

http://marlenesteaandcakes.com/
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